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WASHINGTON (AP) - Donald H. 
Rumsfeld's expected transfer from right 
hand of President Ford to head of the 
Department of Defense presents him 
with his sixth administration job in six 
years. 

And with Vice President Nelson A. 
Rockefeller bowing out as a potential 
Ford running mate in 1976, a seventh job 
could be on the horizon for the 43-year- 
old former Illinois congressman, who is 
frequently considered as a future 
national political figure. 

The Ford-Rumsfeld alliance began in 
1965 when Rumsfeld backed Ford in his 
successful effort to take over the House 
Republican leadership from Charles 
Halleck. 

Rumsfeld had first won election to * 
Congress in 1962 as a 29year-old 
Princeton graduate waging a longshot 
campaign on a shoestring. 

As a bright, hard worker, he chafed 
under the seniority system of the House 
and was available for another job in 1969. 

Then- President Richard M. Nixon put 
him in charge of the Office of Economic 
Opportunity in the days before the 
Republican White House moved to dis- 
assemble the Democratic-fathered 
antipoverty agency. 

Rumsfeld next moved to the White 
House as a counselor to Nixon briefly 
before he became director of the Cost of 
Living Council during Phase II of price 
controls. 

Perhaps his most timely move came in 
December 1972. Rumsfeld moved to 
Brussels as the U.S. ambassador to the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, far 
from the wreckage of careers inundated 
by Watergate. 

Rumsfeld was one of the first people 
summoned to Ford’s aid when it became 
apparent the country would have a new 
President. He flew to Washington to 
assist in transition policy and 
mechanics. 

Despite interim disavowals, Rumsfeld 
was back to stay for good barely a month 
after Ford took office. 






